
%pnn oy the legal branch of tbe United SUUa govern
m< at At all avonto tho Qovornor of the Slate would
atuui to be more directly called upon to take tho Initia¬
tive iu a step of this kind, If It was proper and necaaaarjr.
What we moot want at the preuant time la tho malata-
waace of perfect good order and tho ouppreoslon of ne-
teuce. If, when you epoak of the protected meeting aa
owe calculated to disturb the public peace and tranquil¬
lity, 1 am to understand that' you regard the
¦umber of peraona who differ In opinion from
tboee who will constitute It aa so large and the law-
kneneee of their cbaraoter so well established that yon
doubt the ability of your small force of polioo to control
'hem, you have In soch case only to call upon me, and I
will bring to yoor amlatanoe not only the troupe now

£2"®°''lh" w*y. but. If necesaary, tbe entire force
which it may be in my power to assemble, cither upon
the lead or on tbe water, lawless violence must be
suppressed, sad in this connection the roceat order of
the Lieutenant General, designed for the protection of
odisem of tho Ualted Statu, deeervee careful considers-
tion. It tmpoeee high obligations for mHilary lnterfee-
ance M protect those wbo, Laving violated no ordtnanoe
ofthe State, are engaged In peaceful avocation"
Ou the 28th of July the Mayor, accompanied by Lieu¬

tenant Governor Voortiee, called upon General Baird, to
tafevm hlm that the design of an Intorference by the

dlnhdoiied, and that on an indictment
by the Grand Jury- of the parish, process would issue to

thesheriff to make the arrests." Ipon objection being
stated to this course, ou an und-rstanding that each
would communicate with the uuiborhie* at Wishing*
ton, the interview jiossd General Balrd was Informed
twat any writ of arrest that might be isseed would be
submitted to him before service; aod it wsm believed by
¦me thai all danger of violent interference with the con¬
vention had been removed.

^a^eeeral balrd telegraphed to the Secretary of War and

A convention has been called, with the sanction of (lov-
.roor WeHx, to meet here ou Monday. Tbe Lieutenant Gov¬
ernor and city authorities thing it unlawful, and promote to
break it up by arresting tbe delegate*. 1 have given no or¬
der* on the tntbpet, but hare warned the partlr*. that I
ahooid not euunteii.'nne or permit *ueb action without in¬
struction » to uiat effect from tbe President. I'leate instruct
aaeby telegraph. A. BAiRIi.

Brevet Major General Oomin.mJlnjr.
No reply w as made to this, sad General Botrd was left

1e act upon orders then In foroe aad accordiug to instruc¬
tions then existing, and he had previously informed the
Lieutenant Governor and the Mayor In what way he
deemed that he was required to act unlu.-w otherwise In-
.etrucied ho request bad been made by either the
Lieutenant Go. eruur or the Mavor for troops or military
.id No doubt had been suggested of the innMiity of the
Mayor to execute bis process or of the Sheriff to serve
bis writs. Tt was desired only that General Ba rd should
aot interfere; and when the telegram was received from
the President in reply to Omt of Lieutenant Governor
Voorheue, that "the military would be expected to sus¬
tain aod not to obstruct or interfere with the prooe dings
.of the courts," it wax takeu to he a decision of the 1'reTi
dent in favor of the parties wbo wished to nroak up tbe
convention, and against, the convention itself.

But as General Baird bad rocoived no instruction*, he
did not feel authorized to act in opposition to w hat he
deemed to be the instruction* then in force.
When he so stated to Governor Voorhies, ft was agreed

that no arrests should be made without the approval of
'Lieneral Baird, and "thai the convention should be her¬
mit ted to proceed."
But up to this time it had been hoped that General

Balrd nngbt bo induced to interfere with his troops to
.id in the suppression of the convention.
On Monday morning, alter the preparation had Iwen

made by calling the police from their "beato" and arm¬
ing them for violence, and at or about eleven o'clock
Ihe Lieutenant Governor called ogam upon General Baird,
mid was with him until nearly twelve o'clock Governor
Voorbies was aware of tbe position of the military force,
where the troops were and how loDg It would take to
have them on the grouud. But he did not then ask for
them, nor did he express a wrsh to have thorn in reodt-

ac< ordiug to General Raird'sstatement, until Gene¬
ral Baird himself proposed as a measure of caution to
wind for some of bis force. This suggestion by General
Balrd was satisfactory, and aa order was at once pent by
General Balrd to that effect. . It was now nearly twelve
o'clock. General Band had been led to believe that the
convention did not meet until six P. M. Bwt although two
hours would be required to get the troops, and although
It was clearly impossible to have them there at or near
twelve o'clock, nothing was said by Lieutenant Governor
Voorhies as to the true time when tbe cogivention mot;
and when tbe Interview came to an end General Baird
remained under the belief that the convention would not
meet until six P. k. He at once sent lor tbe troops, ac¬
cording to his own suggestion to Lieutenant Gov¬
ernor Voorbies, and than rodo to tbe residence
of Judge Howell to eec him in reference to
the convention. Bwt Judge Howell bad already
gone to the convention, and within -an hour tbe
massacre was in full progress. In bis testimony
.wore tbe commiitee, Governor Voorhtes and General
Baud differ as to the time of this Interview, aad it is
Important to determine which is right. Governor Voor¬
hies Uxo» the time at early after breakfast. His state¬
ment is as follows:.
On Monday morning, the With, the day of tbe riot,

.arty alter breakfast Hue, 1 called upen General Balrd
and handed him the deepatch ol the President, of which
he took a copy. Tbe General then informed me that he
had telegraphed to Mr. Stanton, but that he hod received
ao reply. I then Inquired of the General, whether he
would have troope in the vicinity of tbe Mechanics' In¬
stitute, that day being tbe day of the meeting of the
convention. The General answered that application hod
been mode by members.be did not say tbe members,
but by some members of tbe convention.to have troops
there to keep order, bat that he had declined to allow
troops for i bo purpose; that he did not wish to have the
appearance of siding with either party. Then I sug¬
gested, if both parties madeAbe same appHeatian would
be grant it f That, be said, would change the question
materially. Then I asked him to send troops there to keep
order and quiet I did not mention tbe number, or what
troope 1 desired. I askod him generally to send troops
there, and left tbe matter of selection to his discretion.
I stated to the General that If. a small body of troops
appealed on the steps wlta the police there would be no

danger of a riot being commenced on cither side. The
General was very well pleased, from what I caw, with
my proposition. If that was correct it would have beon
possible that the troope which General Baird bad volun¬
teered might be had in readiness soon after the assem¬
bling of the convention, at. twelve o'clock. General
Baird states that the interview did not close until nearly
twelve.

Captain Caziarr corroborates General Balrd: but both
be and General Baird say that open Governor .Voorhies
leaving the office General baird went to the house of
Judge Howell. That was just about twelve o'clock, as is

£roved by Mrs. Howell. Governor Voorhies stated Mini
. sent two notes to General Balrd on Monday, one "at

.bout half-past ten o'clock'' and one "at about noon.."
If these times were correctly staled It would follow that
hie interview with General Balrd was before half past
ten, and not between eleven and twelve, ts General
Baird slates; and Mr. Martm Voorbls*. his brother, cor¬
roborates the Lieutenant Governor and testifles that be
carried both of those notes aod saw General Baird. and
thai one was between ten and balf-pnst ten In the morn¬

ing and the other between twelve and one o'clock. Mr.
Voorhies afterwards su>d that the second note was be¬
tween eleven aad twelve. This difference is important

Shen tbe question is one of tune. The interval hetv eon
m two notee did not probably exoeed one hour.
General Baird states that he reoelvod both these notes.

Be doefe not fix the time of tbe first, but says "It or uid
not have been half aa hour" before the second was sank
But General Baird produced tho original of the second
ae«e, and the note Itself is dated '*000 aad a half
o'clock, aad he stales {hat he received .1 at "just about
that time." This evidence is ceaciuslTe. Goretnor
Voorhies did not write the note befbre "half-past one,"
aad therefore did not sand It, as he swears be did. at
"ahosl noon." Bat CAptaln Oaalarc incidentally but
strongly corroborates the statement of General Balrd,
far be received from Martin Voorhies Um Bret note and
Mettverod it to General Baird, and he mys "II was very
shortly after my soturn from the Institute, and after i
had reported the facte to the General. ' But Captain
Uwlarc did not go to the Institute antil about half-post
twelve.-after General Baird bad returned from Judge
Howell's hones end he met Judge Howell la the Gev-
maevla mom during tbe recess of the convention, so
.hat the time must have been as late aa belf-put twelve
when ha returned aad whan the Brut aces war mat la
General Balrd.
_
*. have ae doubt that General Balrd la. correct, aad

.Bat the time of tbe .Interview wu between eleven and
twelee o'clock. Lieutenant Governor VooMUu knew
that taeops could not be brought aa la Sees tbaa two
hours, aad that the antral could am be looked for until
sheet two o'clock, warmer Lteutenaat Governor Voor-
.tae knA-se bed net knowledge of what had been done

5 «® srm sad propose the polios for
.he»r Mask, we do not know. It Is not proved by pool
tire evidence that be did. He and the Mayor bad
bam acting jointly. Apparently tbay worn in harmonv,
.r bad beea, *0 far uii appears, la their aaepoaed action,
by arrow to be made by polios or on civil procaro by tbe
Aeriff. At what time Mayor Monroe determined upon
bM own action dees not appear. Mr. Voaahies-knewor
be did not know that General Baird wu acting under
sobm error u to tbe time the convention wulomut
la either rem be knew that troope could not be procured
te season. Yet he did net, ae we believe, at that time
¦uk (or troops himself, and when offered by General
Balrd be did not suggest that tboy could not be In roadi
Me* before the convention ueamblea. We believe that
be d.d know that no troope u-ild seasonably arrive.
We belu«ve tbaa be did know that the meeting of the
convention would be interfered with by the Mayor. We
believe that be did reel that tbe sympathy of the Prut-
dent wu In hie fwror and against tbe convention Him
'there It'no proof that he anlh ipolm' what did mcur or
that he Is otharwtu Implicated in tbe siauvhtero that
there were about to take place.
When Mayor Monroe made hit appearance ' hur¬

riedly '. at tbe headquarter* of General Baird. after two
o'clock p. M., and while the work of "^suppressing " the
convention wu going on, he asked " when the troops
tbe General proposed to bring up would arrive,'" and
wanted " white troop* " to "act along wjth the police "

If §uc.h aid had been rendered aa Mayor Monroe 1 ben
wanted our aoldlers would have shared u'lh the Mayer
.be responsibility of tbe day's werk.

raa mbstimk* ox muimy arrxt.v:.tmk .aims v»rr
cxreso nv rintn.

It la charged as a prominent and direct cause or these
TM<f tl>at ""rndisry and tarbulent meeting* were held
oa Friday a< en inn, Jnly 27.
On .Saturday morning, July 28, Lieutenant Governor

Toorhles and Attorney Genera.' Hcrron sent ihe following
telegram to the President:.
- ¦¦ ,

ff»W OnLgang, July 28 IMA
rresldeni .!nitmon, Washington, I). C.
^SoIImI it.*** aveilng, composed mainly sf large numbers

II *.""". '.*! nlghi. ending In m riot; the cnmmitise of nr-
rangmasaia of said meeting assninbUng to-night. Violent
and laoendiary speeches made; nsgrue* called in arm tbnn-

"It'eBv denounced; speakers. Field. Dostie.
«Wd#riOB, HiewUod and otbtr-. Governor HaJhj

MTtftd lwat n if tit, bw. *ld#« with tbe content ion more. The
wnoir mstler IwTnre Grand Jury, hnl impossible to execute
Well prnueai without certainly of riot, t iintemplaied lo

t .1 .? members of the contention arrested under process
fry."1* «neilul t'ourt of this district. Is the military lo
¦aterrere to prevent process of .v.iirt t

ANftaSt VtfHWS '""tenant Governor of La.
ANIIKBW 8. IIKKKHh. Attorney General of I .a.

The committee inquired carefully into the alleged facts
"PJ>n which thin telegram wu founded.
There wore three meeting* upon tbls evening One

. .^7'*." 'Bititote, one outside the
Ball, at the name time, and nne at the City Hall, la the
street, after the close of the former meetings.
Ihe Bseitoca « u* Ingttutefyy jgjf ppga

notion, to consider the questions which would ultimately
come before the ooavention. They were ceiled by par¬
ties friendly to the objects of the convention, end the
apaakers were weU known as Weatifled with the Union
or radical party in Louisiana.
The following is substantially the testimony as to the

character of these meetings:.
Judge Hetstand.On the Friday night previous to the

convention there were paMto meetings In the city of
New Orleans; nothing was said or dene at either place
which, In my estimation, would authorise a magistrate
to bind the party ever to keep Um peace; 1 know of no
disturbance during that night.
James L. Aadem.I reported the speeches made in the

Hall on Friday night, but those made eutaid# of the
building I did not report ; the speakers Inside made no
call for the negroes to oome armed to protect the con¬
vention, or anything of the kind; on the contrary, they
were advised 4o keep quiet and not urge the matter too
strongljk

Runts Wspies.In the hall (on Friday night) every¬
thing was well behaved; no dleturbanoe whatever and no
unusual excitement.
King Cutler.The meeting In the hall was perfectly

orderly, and on the outside, when I went out, it was tho
same.
H. a Hah.I never heard of any armed aid (to the

convention), bet had heard it speken of that caution
should be used not to have armed men there, and I
know, teo, that Dr. Doetie, who nearly always carried a
revolver with him, that day took tt from bis parson and
left it with a barber in this city, by whom he wasnccns-
tomed to get shaved; I beard the speaking Inside and
nearly all outride the halt on the27th or July; I beard of
no statement, as has been-asserted by one of the other side
before the military oommlaelon, or request by any of Ure
speakers in the hall for anybody to come there armed;I hoard the speeches of Governor Haha. Colonel Field,
part of Mr. Waples , also the remarks o( Mr. Cutler and
Mf. Dibble; I was present when the meeting was dle-
aoived, and afterwards went with the procession up to
the front of the hail, and was there when Dr. Doetie
made tho speech that Is said to be tnfammaiory; I did
not hear much of the speaklcj, outside from the stand in
front of the Institute; I was at the hall durtug the con¬
tinuation of the meeting until it ad)ournea; it was
orderly so far as anything I saw; if there bad been anydisturbance I should have -known it; nothing was said
by Dr. Dostie as te the employment of ferce, towards
the close of bin sp«or.h he used this language; I will
repent one sentence, word lor word, and this was the
language that looked most toward violence or incendiar¬
ism of any I beard there; they were mostly negroes
there; it was a precession formed of negroes; they bad
come to the meeting, and Dr. Dnstie liked to mako a de-
.moustrative speech; betook pleasure ia doing it; in his
speech be called them brethnin, Ac.; wear the close of
bis speech he said:.
"Now, friends, go borne, prsireably, quietly, make no

noise; disturb no person'-but," said be, "1 learn,"
whK'h was true, too, -"that there are prowling bands oat
.to waylay you; as you sepan dc go home; if you are in-
suited by any at these bands of men, pay not attention
to them; go Imue right by them without saying a word
-to th-ni; but, if they strike you, kill them;1' that was
the substance of -hie last s enience, and nearly word for

* word.
Charles S. Souvlnel.All the time I was up stairs

'Friday night) the- meeting was orderly; I heard the
speech of Mr. Waples; it. was only a short one.a few
remarks; I ulso heard part of the remarks of Judge Field;
as well as I can remember the purport was thai they
would support theseonvon tion when it should meet; it
wa-- composed, bc-aaJd. of loyal men. and<they would ex¬
tend 'he right of auffrat ;e to the loyal men. the colored
people.
Judge Howell -testified.On Saturday evening pre¬

ceding the meeting-of the convention several gentlemen
came into my house and told me that-the general effect
of tho meeting oC Friday evening was favorable to quiet.

Dr. WilHam H. Hire.I heard the speaking at City
Hall and Institute on Friday night, the 27th or July ;
there was spuak'ng iraude and outside the- hall; our
friends spoke in the most radical way; I will state to yon
that 1 heard-Dr.-bostie distinctly say, "Now, my friends,
go peaceably home, go orderly, do not distnrb anybod;
but. if anybody disturbs yon, kill him."
The speeches were not calculated to-excite violence on

the part «r those to whom they were addressed; on the
contrary, it was snly in the event of being attacked they
were advised to remember Fort Pillow.

Charles W. Gibbons.Called on Dr. Dostie and warned
him on Monday morning (30th of J«Jy) that I had heard
one polkmoian <say to another, in a little grocery, on the
corner of Custom House street, on -Sunday night, that
"by Hod, wo are going to bang Doebu and Hahn;" Dr.
Doatlc mode the remark to me, "I am going unarmed; I
know ttaoy want to tako my life, but I think it a good
cause te die in, If they wani to take .my life they can do
so;" said I, "Yon can do as you pioase; I thought tt my
duty to call and tell you, aa in your remarks at tho
meeting on FDday night you loid tho people to come out
and attend the convention ho mid on that night "Go
homo.jo quioily, go orderly.behavo youraelves, and
If there is anybody, white or black, that disturb# you,
protect j.«reelvex."

Mr. Ktchavd L. Shelley, an intelligent witness, makes
this conclusive statement.I want out to the meeting
bold in frent of the Mechanics' Institute, and after Rev.
Mr. Horten had delivered his speech, standing
on the platform, within a flew feet ot Mr. Dostie,
I listened attentively to the speech be made;
there was nothing whatever in the remarks of
Dr. Doetie which could be said to excite or invite in any
way acta-of hostility upon (he ^part at the colored people
against any-of the white citixens of New Orleans; after
the mooting had adjourned at the Mechanic*' Institute a
procession was formed with torch lights and a band of
music and peoooeded downCanal street to 81. Cliarlea, and
then into Camp street and up to the City Hall; on the
route to the City Hall aomo or the men comprising the
processton were attacked by some white persons and mal¬
treated; on-arriving at the City HaM a short speech was
delivered by Dr. Dostie; among other things he told them
he felt very much pleased with the quiet and orderly
manner in which they had conducted themselves, and
regretted to learn that the procession had been attackod
by a body of evil diposed men; he recommended them
to return quietly to their homes, and that if they were
amailed and tbair Uvea put in jeopardy, he recommended
tbat they should-defend themselves totheextent of their
ability.

Q. Exoept at. that time, was there anything in Dr.
Dostle's speech calculated to excite animosity or hostile
action 7 A. J»o, air, there was not.

Q. At the mooting outside of the Mechanics' Institute
did Dr. Dostie aav to the men to whom he was speaking
tbat they all ought to light for their votes; that they
ought to conre armed to the convention, and tbat no
cowards were wanted; that the stotn-s «f Ibe street were
crying out for tho blood or rebels, or any expression*
equivalent to these or anything like them' A. lean
.wear that he aaade no such remarks

This mass of evidence is materially contradicted only
by F. W. Tilton and II. Brady, who were among the
witnesses furnished by a committee of citizens of New
Orleans.

F. W. Tilton.On Friday there was a uioolir j consist¬
ing of, as far as I could see. principally Degrees, held
at the itecbanios* Institute; there was a meeting outside
as well as inside.
Q What was the character of the meeting oi.tr.ide7

A There wee a large platform and a bend -if music and
torchlights; the platform was snrruuuded by a large
crowd of negroes, and there were white person* on the
platform.

Q. Did anybody make speeches7 A Tea, sir; there
were about four persons making speeches; the oaly ones
I knew were a man by the name at Dostie and another
by the name of Henderson, and I think Mr. Dibble
made a speech, but I am not certain.
Q. What was the character of the speeches* A. I

would not eel I them speeches; thev wan haranguing
the multitude and trying to excite them.

Q. In relation to what 7 A In ralaDon to their politi¬
es! rights, and thay para denouncing everybody round
about, and tailing them tbay must do this thing and the
otb*r thing; a* the -distance l-was from the meeting I
could not distinctly understood; the only owm I under¬
stood were Dr. Dosha and Mr. Henderson, for they spoke
very loud.

Q. Did they make any reference to the c.uantlon
that *m to assemble on the following Monday 7 A Yes,
sir; I remember Dr. Dostie called upon them, as they
were going to meet in that ball oa the followtag Mon¬
day, to come armed, to come prepared to fight sad vote,
to vote and fight; I souid only anderstand portion* of
the speech; thoa there would be partions In a lowartoae
which I could not understand; this wan bstwaaa tea and
stavea o'clock at eight

¦ft What kind of aHeat did that kind of Siberianon
have upon the multitude 7 A Screaming aad yelling.

Q. Did Mr. Headsman atter anything of that descrip¬
tion 7 A 1 oannot say; J understood Dr. Dostie very
well. I heard on# my that ovary man, every woman aad
every child la New Orleans was a ratal aad ought to bo
haag; on# speaker.I thiak It waa Dr. Dostie.I beard
aay tbat the stones at theetrreta of New Orleans called
far tbair blood, aad cried for their blood.

Mr. H. Brady;.The immediate caaar of the riot I
believe was the speeches made on the Friday preceding
the meeting at the convention; on tbat Agbt a meeting
waa held opposite the Mechanics' Institute, In the street;
a platform bad bean erected, aad speakers..iddraased the
multitude from the platform; the aamtnblmewascbleflv
rompoead of negroea; the speakers advised the negroea
to insist upon their rights, and if they did not gat them,
to make the streets of New Orleans run with the blood
of the rebels, and other language of similar character;
"¦e of tbem insisted tbat the rebels should br put down
at any coat; tbat they ware hellborn and hellhound
scoundrels (I think that was the expression,) and that
the streets must run with their blood unlem the rights
of the negroes were secured.
Q What speakers did you hear make um of such

language7 A. A man by tbs name of Doetie, the last
speaker, used that language; I do not know anything
personally of those who preceded him; I have forgotten
their nam*s; I recollect I heard their aatnes at the time
as they were called by the multitude.
Q. What kind or a crowd were assembled there* A.

several hundred negroes, and perhaps thousand?, the
street wss pretty well crowded; it was shout eight or
nine oviork wbsn it began, and the meeting lasted till
ten or half-past ten: the multitude became excited aa
the speakers sddremed them from the platform, and
would respond ' we will," " we will," to those speakers
.bo advised tbem to ceme to the hall Monday morning.

Mr. ftiton saw no negro Knocked down exceptwhen be assaulted a policeman, and, so far as be could
D0 h,e?'t*Uon tn "tying that the policemendid all thev could to preserve the peace

A witness so fslse ia such material statements la not
worthy of credit, and the proof, taken aaa whole, tacon¬
trolling that the meetings an Friday evening were order¬
ly and temperate, and that, although the speakiffb was
earnest siul emphatic, there was nothing said tbat could
excite soy Just apprehension ef violence from any quar¬
ter, or could excuse or palliate the crimes tbat were
committed against the convention.
Tba facts proved do not sustain the truth of the tele¬

gram of July 34
Another "causa ' has been assigned, an follows In

public speech delivered atft Louis oa the 8th of Hap-
ternher. by President Johnsoo, ike following charges
were made:.
The time ba« come when it teems to me that ail onaht to!

ta prepared for pseee.-the rebellion tains eannressect end
Me shedding of b,0jd being Mopped, 2fc iKlficHf Mto
tail* suspended sod scyed.lt eeemstksi the Ume bae ar¬
rives when wa should hare pwaoe. whew the hleedmg arts
rles should he tied np. (A voice. New Orleans; go on ')
Perhaps if youi hod a weed or two on lha subject of New Or¬
leans. ru» might understand mora shout It than yon do.
(LaughMr and cheers.) Aad If vow will go tank (nrtaa tor
Heward).If ran will go back and ascertain tba sense of the
riot at New Orleans, perhaps you won Id not be so prompt In
galling out Nnw Orlpscp, // |ta will laky op i!ta not at

Hew Orleans and Itace tt back to itt aource, or to its tame-
dial* cauae. you will And out who wu reapoaaibto tor tbe
blood that wu »neil there. If you will toko up the not *_lHew Orleans *nd trace It bock to the ratlfaal

, ,i

^.sr^exs .jblttt.
to bo called which woo eztinct. by It* pwworu having (aspired,
that It wu cold, and the Intention woo, that o new go.eni-
DMI woo to bo organised; ood to too oloWHO'd to
government the tatentiou wu to onfmochtoe °°e. j*5''1"¦too population called too eotored P°.PqUV?^. "been emancipated ondUtbeoaiM tone
oten (Great cheering ) When yoo hmfcto tatosreut Mow
Orleans (confusion) you ought to andermtand what you are
tolktog about. When you road tltooi^es that were made,
or ttko up the facie (on Friday and Saturday before that
eonvenlion art). you will there find *****
tneeodiory In their charwiererciting ttnt.Jg»tokof«spopulation, the black POpuUUen. to «m thesueJree end
prepare for the shedding of blood- <A *®l2Ji-nit«n did uaodeheers.> Vou wlU also And that tost
senthie In eiolsUon of tow, and thelntentlon of
Hon was to supersede the reoogntoed authortttea In ihe state

fy-«.^n^u£f SS~to toe'Sntention^of toi
SSrtnETuS^^
the iin«ttiution of the rnltod States (cheers), and henoe you
will And that another rebellion woe commenced, hdvlu* Its
origin In the radical Congress. These msuwere tojp> there,
a Jorernment wee to be organized, and toe one in eilatenoe
In IdnUlana wu to be superreliefjwt_aside aod^ore^thmvn You talk to me about Hew Orleans I And then tneouT-Tlm. wu to £me up. wben they hod established their

ia questlmiof poHUeaJ power., which of theJWoBoterumento was to be recognized; a new government.
Inaugurated under tots defunct convection, set up In viola-
Uon of Uw. and without the oonsent of the people And
than when thev had established tholr government, and ex-u!tiVer2l «r Impart!..! franchise, as they oJled it, to
this colored population, then this radical 1 Degrees wu to
determine that a guvercmeut eaUbUshcdon usgrovotos wu
to be the government ef Louisiana. <\ .dees, - Never, ' and
oheera. and "Hurrah for Andy.") So much tor the Hew
Orleans riot. and there was the cause and the origin of the
b'ood that wu shed, and every drop of blood that was shed
IS upon their skirts, and they are responsible for it.
(Cheers.) I could trace this thing a little closer, but 1 will not
do It here to-night. But when you talk about New Orleans,
and talk about the causes ami -ousequences that resulted
from proceedings of that kind, perhaps, as I have beeu in¬
troduced here, and vou have punched questtous of this
kind though It don't provoke mc, 1 will tell you a few
wholesome things that bos been done by this radical Con¬
gress. (Cheers.)
Such charge from any otbar source would not have been

considered, but the high position and public charts:ter of
President Johnson has mode it right to examiue the
grounds on which it rests.

Before the 30th of July Judge Howell, President pro
(-tit. of the Convention, hod been st Washington. While
here be bed conversation with several members of on-
gress in regard to the proposed meeting of ,the conven¬
tion. Purine his visit here there wu a caucus held by
the Republican members of t'ougress. The testimony of
Judge Ho veil discloses all the encouragement he re
ceived from Congress, and full proof haa been given that
at the caucua referred to no action concerning the Con¬
vention was token or proposed.
Judge Howell states that his interviews at Washington

were not as satisfactory as be bod desired or expected;
that he had thought mere were Congressmen wtio had
suggested the reassembling of the couventiou, and that
its action should be submitted to Congress for its accept¬
ance, but did not And that to be the case.
This witness further slated ihat by letter and person¬

ally the request eras made for some Congressional action
to be bad to enoourage tbe meeting ol the convention,
but it was not done."Some action, some resolution, or
something to enoourage tbe in eting of the convention,
but they declined it as not belonging to the action of
Congress." A despatch was sent by tlw President
of the convention to the cbairmun of the
Reconstruction Committee, stating that ho bad
the power to reconvene the convention of 1*64
and desiring to know if that convention should assemble
and should adopt universal suffrage and hobo other
amendments which I do not recollect, and ir the consti¬
tution thus amended should be rati lie. 1 by the people,
whether Congress would admit representatives from the
State elected under it.
The chairmen of the committee stated to me that he

had reoelved* the despatch, but said be oonsMerod it a
foolish inquiry, and that as he would have to send an
answer which might not be agreeable, because they
thought it a foolish Inquiry, or uo answer at all. they
therefore concluded not to notice it, and did not reply.
Tbe only ether evidence bearing upon this point and

lending to sustain the charge made at St. Louis was from
Eugene Tiedale, who testified that be hod been told that
"instruction had been received from two members of the
Reconstruction Committee to assemble the convention
at all hasards" (answer 3.803); that in toe letter they
said "we arc loo far distant to designate tbe manner In
which tt should be assembled: hut you must go ahead
and trust the consequences" (8,804); that tne letter
"was writleu in answer to a letter sent from hero asking
advice m to what to da

All the members of toe Reconstruction Committee have
been examined aa witnesses, aod they deny that any
auco letter was written by them toany person in New
Orleans, or that any letter was written by toem or any
of them giving instructions or advice ooncernng the
convention.
When President Johnson felt U to be his duty to make

the charge above stated, tbe official report of Brevet
Major General Beird to the Secretary of War had been
laid before him, and the testimony taken before the
military commission, on which Brevet Motor General
Mower presided, bad been closed and the report of the
commission toad been made. Congress was not in ses¬
sion at tbe umo of toe massacre. Its members e/ere at
their respective homes, and tbe committee ail to dis¬
cover any ground on which so gravea charge should be
made It was an unwarranted and oajust expression of
hostile feeling without pretext or foundation in fait
But tt becomes important In this oanneotion to bring

into one viewcertain other foots
At aod before the time when 1Jentenant Governor-,

Voorbiee and Attorney General Herror) seat the tele¬
graphic despatches of duly 27 and Juto 2# to the Presi¬
dent, one or more per*a»* were at Washington who bod
b-en commissioned by partiee in Louisiana to communi¬
cate with tbe President to obtain from him aid in sup-
pfooiiniF the obnoxious convention. J. 'Adolphus Rosier
testifies ."I left here on the Wedoenday or ibiirnlay
pr vious to -the riots; I arrived at Washington, I
think, on Friday; I went to Washington at.
the request of members of the Legislature bare,
also at tbe request of certain ctti/ens to eee the Prwn- .

dent of the lhlte«l Stales relative to the. convention of
1864. (Answer 3.306.) He further Mates that he paw
too President aad conferred with hut friends in > ow
Of leans by telegraph |3,342); that his object in ge.ng
was to see how the convention should oe prevented
13.3431 thai his idea was to represent to him (the Presi¬
dent! exac'ty the state of thing* here.what this wo¬
veniton of WdA-was; that lis effects had be-n uy inaue
to the interest*! of the Bute and the general ghvert-
menf that themen wno wished to resemble this con¬

vention were a revolutionary body. and 1 endeavored to
impress uikmj the ITcsldent my viows that '.be civil mi-
tboritiesi onetituted toe only legal body t» take charge
or this affair, and, after proper indictment, to arrest
toe members of this Illegal eonvan ioo, and that alter
Ibeir arrest, in ac .ordauce w ith the usuai -forms of civil
law, our Supreme Court would decide wheti. ir that con¬
vention was a legal body or not.

. ,The President was apprised when these, telegrams
were received of the "exact stateof things si New Or-
I- one " Ho knew that Hon. R. K Howell, President pre
tem of the con von'Ion. bad Issued a rroc>»n>»,0i1 **
tbe reassembling «f the convention. Be. anew that
Governor Weiis, the acknowledged Chief MsocoU** of
the -late of Ixmlsiana, had issued write Of election to
All the vacancies In the Convention, and that asrtiOcat -a of
.lection were to be forwarded to tbe offlcogf the .Secretary
of State. He knew that these write of election could
not be complied with entl) after tbe 30th or Jaly, when
the Ann meeting was to take place, and1 that
must elapse before the conventioa coold be full and to#
whole State reprceented. He knew Urnt Governor
Wells was at New Orleans end that he concurred and
wiu concreting with.Judge Howell in asaentohog the
convention. He knew that tt was contemplated toarreM
the members of the convention upon .criminal process,
and being asked, *»Ia the military to Interfere to prevent.2I^f arort'' the President replied by telegraphic,
not* not gildineel to-the Governor of lbs State, but to
the Untenant Oonereer. «

,

Waawvovos, D. C., Jwly Hi, Md6. <
To Atomr Teoanisn. Lieutenant Governor of Itauieiana,

SSSsSfC=s*"*aurAsar1
The eCeot of tola dee»atoh wen to seeaee hieotsMnt

Governor Voorbiee and tooaevwho ware ectiag with him
that they would have the nnpport ef the President in
Ihefr prepoaed action.

-It la maiataiaed by the ftremdent that Louisiana ie
a political stota withld the Unioa-ia the aame
aenoe in which Mew nbnTr" and Ohio are. Bet
be knew Mutt the Govewer.ef Louisiana was at hi.
borne In Mow Orleans, that the "Jeremon, and that hh own power under the tWAtHW
was npon the application of tha executive to protaot the
State against domestic vlalonee; and yet he overlooked
the Governor of the Slot#, known to be loyal, nod com¬
municated directly with the Lieutenant Governor end
Attorney Oeneod, known net to he in 7^tbe Gevernor, and by hie nation gave euch dliectloM
as. If carried out as understood tor toe partiee who ro-
retvvd them, would have arrayed the military jewar <*
the United States on the side ef Mayor Monroe . police
In their proposed arrest of the tnembere of too ooo-
VOBtiOD.
The Prealdent know the comtitlon ofnflkire In Louisiana

In July kwt Ho know that "rebelo" aod "tho«' and
disloyal men bod controlled the election of Mf»t
Mooroe, and that inch men composed chleAy hie
polios force He knew that Mayor Monroe, then an
unpardoned rebel, had been after his election to.ponded
from discharging the duties of his cdtee by military order;
be knew that be himself had rohaeqaently pardoned htm,
must have known the rubel antecedent* of Albert Voor-
hie* and A. H Herron; he know that riot and blood¬
shed were apprehended; be knew that military orders
were in force; end yet, without the knowledge of tho
Secretary of War or of tho General of ear armies, upon
whose immediate responsibility those military orden
bail been Issued, he gave d recticm* by telegraph which,
enforced as tt woe Intended they should be, would have
eomnelled our xoIdlers to aid the rebels again*, the men
in New Orleans who bad remained loyal daring the war,
.Dd sought to aid and to support by offlolnl sanction the
persons who designed to sepprees, by arrert on crtmlnai
bro ess and under color of law. the meeting of (he con¬
vention, and that although this convention was colled
with the sanction of thoGovoreer and by one of tho
Judge* of toe Supreme Court of Louisiana, claiming to
act ke President of tbe convention.^ ... .

The effbet of tho notion of too President was to en-
rourage the heart, to strengthen too hand and to hold
up the arms of those men who intended to prevent tho
conveatioo/ro® swmbllag.

.k-,,#in their disclosed intention to arrest by polios or absrin
tbe members of the convention they were assured of

^AtrtTwmTeUeved, with good reason, tost whatever
atam toe Mayor should take, Is kta office sad under7Z of toe lsw, to supprwthS meettogjdtos Conven-
linn would hlf^ III® HftdHlB .re 11)9
M toe telegram of General Balrd to the Secretary of

Wu of Julv 2A. bad boon communicated to too Prest-
dentl wo know from the telegrepblc memsee whlehbo
¦ant' on Monday that acch dltsctioas would have been
itven ss would !n fact have required General Balrd to
raatsin by military force what wore called the eivtl on-^^1^04 >e to my, *. "*I« a«I bis pohon It,

then, tbe tunned police bad eugngcd in the work of
(daughter wbloh destroyed the convention, the soldiers
ut the artny of Uie C'nitvd* Stat-w would bare been
charged With the responsibility or tbe aoL
The fact that tbe telegram from General Balrd bad not

been communicated to tbe 1"resident has been the sub¬
ject of comment, and we give in this connection tbe
statement made by tbe Secretary of War in rotation to
that matter. Mr. Stanton says ."1. That on tbo fore¬
noon of 8onday. the 29th of July laat, I received at my
residence in ibis city a telegram from General Baird,
commanding at New Orleans, s copy of which is hereto
attached. This telegram was tbe tlrst information com¬
municated to me that a convention was to ba bold at
Now Orleans, or that there was any difference or contro¬
versy en the subject of a oonveauun or asasmblage to
bo held there. From the telegram of General Balrd it
appeared that tbe convention was to meet with the sanc¬
tion of the Governor of Louisiana, that ita legality was
questioned by persons who proposed to break It sp by
arresting the members, and that General Baird bad
wanted tbe city authorities that be would not penult this
te be done without instructions from the President, end
he sppiled to me for instructions. There was no inti¬
mation la the telegram that Torre or violence was
threatened br those opposed to the convention, or tha t
It was apprehended by General Baird. Upon considera¬
tion H appeared to me that bta warning to tbe city au-
tboriliee was ell that tbe caae then required, for I eaw
no reason to instruct him to wltbdisw protection from
a convention sanctioned by the Gorernor, and In the
event of any attempt at arrest General Bakrd's Inter¬
ference would bring up tbe caae, with all tbe fact*, for
sucb instructions as might be proper, and In the mean¬

time! under bis genera! authority, be would take meas¬
ures io maintain tbe pesos within bis command. On
Tuesday, tbe 31el of July, tbe morning papers contained
telegraphic despatches in respect to tbe occurrences at
New Orleans, and on the same day 1 was Informed of
the communication that bad passed between tbe Presi¬
dent and Governor Wells, lieutenant Governor Voorbiee
end Attorney General Hereon.

Mr. Stanton bad heard nothing of the convention, bad
no knowledge or Mr. Boater's presence in Washington
or interviews with tbe President, bad not been informed
of the President's telegraphic correapondeace, and saw
no reason why General Balrd should have new instruc¬
tions. or why conference with lbs President was re¬

quired.
Had tbe citizens who were members of the convention

of 1864 a logal right to assemble on the 30th of July,
1660 f Judge Abel I, of the Plrst District Court of New
Orleans, denies their right, and in his charge to tha
GraudJury on July 8, 1800, he says:.

1 charge you that tbe constitution adopted on the .
day of July, 1804, and submitted to and rati fled by the
people on the first .donday of September of the same

year, Is the constitution of the State, which all ber offi¬
cers have sworn to support.

I further charge you that the constitution makes no

provision for tbe continuance of tbe convention or 1804;
and I further charge you tbai there is no convention in
the State of Louisiana known to the constitution and
laws or tbe State; that tbe resolution offered by Hon. K.
King Cutter, by which Mis defunct convention claims the
right to reassemble, Is neither s part of tbo constitution
or laws of the Stale, and furnishes no legal .pretext for
its proton-urns, end ihut any effort upon tbe part of that
defunct bodv u> assemble, lor tbe purpose of altering or

amending the constitution, is subversive of good order
and dangerous to tbe peace of tbe Slate, and that any
overt act tending to subvert the constitution by any off),
cars of tbe State who have sworn to support It renders
them lisble to the criminal laws of lbs Stale for misde¬
meanor in office aud perjury.
Geotlemen, these are grave considerations, and require

great deliberation and moderation. But it is my duty,
vour duty, and that of every lover of bis common coun¬

try to firmly oppose factional usurpation, and stand by
tlie reconstruction policy adopted by the President of the
United -.tales, which proposoe at oooe to unite tbo coun¬

try and make it great and prosperous.
The President denies their right, and atatee that

"every man engaged in that convention . . . was
a traitor to the constitution of the United State*." Obvi¬
ously, tbe question of tbo legality of tbe convention
could not be properly raised until the convention should
have assembled and assumed to set. Under the guaran¬
tee of the constitution those pemoas might well claim
and exercise tbe right to meet. If. being Wremlued,
motion in tbo nature of legislation should lie had, that
action and all tbolr doings would bo open to legal inquiry
and judicial decision. And If lbs Intention bad elated
to make this objection operative and avntlable, such
course would bavo been taken as to bring to judicial
Judgment, peaceably and according to the due course of
law, the action of this convention. But tbe truth is, as
we believe, that not tbe assigned Illegality ol the con¬
vention, but the declared and assumed purposes sougbt
to be ultimately attained by lbs convention through tlie
action of tbe body, and the subsequent iatiticai.ou 01
of that action by the people, formed the real objection
to tbe reas-smbHng of tbe delegates. Tlie recent pro-
needing* in tbe Legislature of Louisiana prove that some¬
thing more than .'urwurpation of power" or illegality or
a convention is required to excite indignation or arouse
hostile opposition in that community. Tbat legislature
was chosen under tbo provisions of the constitution of
1804. That cooritiiutton, it is said, provides a mode of
revision and amendment. Article 147 is in these
words:.

,

A ar. 147. Any amendment or amendment to this <-»nstl.
tuiion ran* k» proposed io the (Senate or House of Repre¬
sentatives. and tf.the same shall be agreed to by a majority
of the m-tnbera steeled to each house, such proposed
amendment or anteudmenta shall be entered on inrtr
iviiitiais, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, euch pro¬
posed anieaiUnent or amendments ahull be submitted Pi the
people at an clocuca to be ordered by -aid Lcgl -Ulure, and
held within ninety day* after the adjournirent of tbe same,
and after thirty days' publication according to law; slid If a
majority of voters at anid election shall approve and ratify
sucn amendment er amendments, tha -HUM snail become a
p.irt of the npoatitutlon. If mors than one amendment be
submitted at a time, they shall be submitted In such mauner
and form that the people may vote fur or against each
amendment separately.
No poorer is given to the Legislature to submit In any

manner to Hie peepie the question whether another con¬
vention shall bo t-e|j. The specific amendments mast
be proposed, m c uror house or Senate, end bolng duly
agreed to otnl eutorcd on tbe Journal, must be submitted
to the pc pie for their direct affirmative or negative ac¬
tion. fiui ui the Legislature nt lut session in January,
1S60. a out was introduced to take tbo sense of tbe tem¬
ple <>ii lite expediency of calling a convention to form a

con-motion end to provide lor the election of delegates
ami lor tlx- holding of tbe convention. Alt bough ibis lull
was a pulpab.e violation of tbe constitutiun, and altliongU
any convection oalied pursuant to lis provision* would
l.e au '* unlawful assembly " lor tbe name reasons urged
against the convention ol 1800. tbe roles *f the House of
Representative* were suspended by a two tnlrds vols,
and tbe biU wnr debated aud ordered to be engrossed for
a third readiiia-uv a vote of sixty-twoyeas to twenty-one
nays. Tim bill itan went to tbe Senate, over wntcn
body Lieut, (iovrrnor Albert VoorniSt) presided,
atci* pond ng a motion there that tbe bill be road
a third time and pa-scd a telegraphic commuul-

J cation was taut before the s-uate as follows:.
I *- \V:nU.u*toti, ilercli 8, 1800. To the flop. Albert

Voorhitx, Trepidant of the Senate, and Hut J P. Elatu,
Speaker pro .em., House of Representatives We hat*
urn! a long and agreeable interview with lite President
to-day, wh.ch was evidently pleasing- to ti.m likewise.
(Air coming bare wan opportune, and may avert groat
embarrassment. We also mid an interview with the
ftacreuiry of State. and ar* to nave another interview
with tbe Tieoktenl on fat inlay, by aypoiiitaisnt.

J (Signed), W. B. Kgap. D. HL tape, J H. Kaitls.'' At the
| same tunc two other telegraphic comuiur.icalion* were

rend, a* follows . 'Washington, March 8, lhflf. To H<m.
James McLonndi, House of Reprrvontatives Allot an
interview with the President aqrt Secretary ffeward we
an, use no action favorable to a convention. (Signed),
D. ft Cage, J. B. KostiA" "WaaJuagum, Marsh 8, 1 M»0.
To Bon. A. L. Tucker, House of Representatives. A.her
interviews with the President and .Secretary .Seward we
are thoroughly convinced tbo* further agitation of itis
convention question will seriously embarrass tbe P.te-
stdenl's recount ruction poitay D. ft- Cage, J. B Kindt*,"
These commuuic.alens were ordered to bo spread upon
tbe ionrnal, and tb* bill waa laid upon tbe table aub)*<U
to call; hot no call was afterwards made. Tbe bilil,
therefore, did not become a law. But it faded, not be¬
cause the proposed convention would be illegal s.-.d list
member* subiect to police arrests pr Judge A bell 's ana¬

themas, but because tbe agitation of tbe question would
seriously embarrass tbe President a reconstruction pot--
iey- But no popular excitement war feared because at
that proposed oonvsnttoo, although it would
bo clear!v revolutionary, and would soak to
efmugu tbo existing government. Tb* objects
tbey sought to bo attained were In harmony
who tbe disloyal sentiment of tb* nudority
and of their constituent*. If tb* convention of 1800 was
¦Mb an "unlawful swembly" sa Hume charged to he,
and it* member" subject to arrest aa criminals, tbe House
of Mupreasntativaa was iwolf, by ita own showing, aa
" aatawful aaw mbly also, and fairly sxpuwsd to tb*
acUMt of Monro# nod bis potior.

la tbo Mil which was passed by tbo Boom It Is found
and declared la lbs preamble that Mis constitution *f
1*04 us shicb tb* Legislature was chosen, '¦ waste*
eresuas of fraud sad violence, sod not la aay sense tbo
siprsesian of lbs will of lbs people of tb# .-'lata.' If that
Wm xrae as tb# Hows* declared it to be, then the consti¬
tution itself *n not entitled to respect as taw sad tb*
Honrs of Rcpn-«efitallies was usurping tbe powers of
legbJaUoo. Hal tbo ngbl of tbone citiaetis te assemble

be settled in view of facta then existing. It I* net
necessary to detnrmine what tbe rights would be of
" cititeoM" or of .' anlborlUas" whoa in raorn of "rebel
lion or invsaten" the public aafoty might require "suspen-
¦len of tbe wtttof babeaa corpus" Undoubtedly orrssions

do arias during war or Invasion when meetings for die-
ruteloo merely may be prevnntsd or controlled by mlll-

onjsr if sucn discussion would endanger public
mfsty But tbe question now considered dooa not call
for examination o rights la «uch cum. No military
authority, a* such, assumed to prevent the
citizens wbo claimed to be members of th* <on-

vsnUoa from meeting. Nor did facte exist to warrant
inch interference, what waa proposed to be done aud
what was done wss don* on behalf or and by tbe civil
authorities, acbag as in lima of pesos Tbe rights of
all parties, tberrtcro, most depend upon the provisions
of lbs Orel article of tb* smendmsate of tb* ooastl-
tollon which prohibits Congress from sssklag laws
"ahol i*hlng tn* right of tbs people peaceably to assent.*)!#
and to potition lbs governssent for a redrtw* of griev-
noosr » It Is not material to inquire what were the
ultimate purposes of the cttisona wbo proposed to

areot such puipores could not affect tbelr right peace-
ab iv 'te aaemble. It, bavlng met, such purpose snon Id
reaalt ia acts, and If these note brought the assembly
within lbs legs! deialUoo of "unlawful assembly,
.Tlot or rest," "b* civil antborltls* should Inter¬
vene end could do so rightfully. Judge Abel I, In bi*
charge to the Grand Jury, August a, 1800 (evldesoe,
page 279), gives suteoisntly accurst* definition of there
offenses:.
An unlawful assembly I* said Ire Naryeaat Hawklas to

tiff tli# pnoptf.

tbo mrrt'ir* of July W waa a mreting of qaiat eitlssno,
who caa»s together without aram aad with luteals
naaceably to dtscuM qsostioas of public eoaosm. Tbey
Mtuadqr nocireawafu-af term, bat with prayer

and scmitcm of k«ut nought to tabs coonsel together.
They were uo .aulawtut assembly" within the meaning
of the law. Hecoad, bav tug met, ao act was done revtog
an act of prayer and tba reaponsM mad* upon tha call
of nauies or person* present. Third, ao act of tumult or
violence was committed or designed, and no circum¬
stances whatever existed which could "terrify tha peo¬
ple.'1 The "not" of the day waa not tha act of those
members of tha convention or their friends It was the
purposed attack by the police force of the city upon tha
convention, and the slaughter or men, white and colored,
within the hall that made the ' riot" there within the
exact definition of Judge Abuli a charge. In our Judg¬
ment these ciUaena had a right to meet aa they did, and
to do what was done i>y them. It cannot be entertained,
If the act desired finally to be done was to change the
constitution, and If that act oould not be legally done in
the way proposed, that therefore the meeting was or be¬
came unlawful in tbe language of crtinloel law. Be¬
cause that is not such act as the law contemplate* The
"act" wfaicb makee a meeting "unlawful" must be aa
act of physical violeuce or foro*. And the class of men
among whom ware the authors and defenders of toe acts
of the 30th of July have given proof that they so under¬
stood tbe law. Tbe action of tha Bouse of Hepreaeuta
Uvea has been referred to. Mayor Monroe was in otfice
yet he did not deem the House "an unlawful assembly,"
nor did Judge Abell charge tbe jury In view of their in¬
dictment. But tbia notion of the House of Representa¬
tives by tbe disloyal element, which also originated and
now excuses or defends tbe riot of July, is an .¦stoppel
upon the rebel elements ot Louisiana In all logical and
moral aspects of tbe matter, because, 1st Ibis legisla¬
tive action proposed and began to effect the same revo¬

lutionary change of tbe government, In disregard of tbe
requirements of the constitution of 1804, which it is

alleged made the dispersing of the convention by vio¬

lence Justifiable, and yst the action of the Legislature
has not only not been dealt with as Illegal, bui the
authors and defenders of the riot as a class are the au¬
thors of tbe revolutionary action of the legislature lid.
It is impossible to say that the mere act of peaceably
assembling mode the convention an unlawful one with¬
out regard to what it proposed to da It 1* equally im¬
possible to maintain, if the purposes of o convention
peaceably convening can alono turn it Into an unlawful
assembly, tbat tbe time when tbe Assamblv adopted
tbe purpose, whether before it convened or alter. Is a; ail
material. If its pur|M>sea render it unlawful then it
is unlawful whenever that purpose is present as on 'de¬
ment of tho assembly. It Is undeniable, therefore, thai
tbe Legislature was an unlawful assembly (if a un re

purpose can maks it such) after it bogan to entertain the

Burposes and plans for changing the government. 3d.
iucb more would tbe Legislature bo unlawful, for It not

only proposed, but began to sot; and moreover declined
the government under which it met to be a fraud aud a
crime.

rommoN or xrr.uns in l'tibuna.
What is tbe condition of affairs in Louisiana, aud what

legislative action should be bad f It has been made tbe
duty of the committee to report to (he House upon both
these questions. The present constitution ot Louisiana
was held to be ratified by tbe suffrages or the people on
tbe 6th day of September, 1804, and ban hitherto been
accepted willingly or otherwise as tbe organic law or tho
State. It was the result of military action, deemed at
the time essential to the proper civil government 01 the
State. Tbe justice or expediency or legality of that
anion have not been subjects of inquiry by tho commit¬
tee. Possibly, If tbe general surrender or rebel armios,
and the entire annihilation of rebel organizations, civil
and military, had not occurred, if civil rule could have
have been maintained in loyal hands and vanquished
traitors at least not pardoned and paid for treason, the
strength of loyaltv would bava increased, and the body
of the people, disloyal theratofore, by reason of public
Sressure or moral duress or military forco, would have
sen returned to their allegiance, and sustained with heart

the government they'bad fou-.ht against, but which had
at all times treated thorn with parental kindness. And
when the surrender was fresli, ant the detested leaders
bad yielded up tho sword and political traitors were
tiering from the land or seeking quiet away from public
life, such did appoor to lie the w< II founded hope of
loyal men in the future. But it began to be soon ap¬
parent that treu-on, defeated nnd d'sarmed, was to huvc
one chance mow to retrieve its fortunes. Cndor Ihe
provisions of so act of Congress entitled to be and de¬
signed ax n act to suppress rebellion, but conferring in
one of it .'.tions power upon Ihe Picsident, before
oonviolo i biel or Charge or complaint made, to grant
annie ty slid pardon, the people ot Louisiana lV>uud that
pardons wer. ;:-.niie<i aud piopertios restored to rebels
wb«» had In-! ili'e. military and civil, and that a
policy was i.» e. , . -M»d winch discountenanced punish-
nirnt nnd u "¦ .<. speedy restoration to political
far or and * .. of trust of the men who hud
born acuv* , id -and in council in support
ot iho vehal a. .here were at this time large bodice of
men retuiuiu. .<. ihelr homes in Louisiana who were,
wiieu-the con 'I'ut nn oi"l«64 was ratified. In the armies
of the rebel government. There were at home large
numbers of men a ho had in different ways supported
the reivdlieu Among both of these classes were many
men would have been found and would bavo remained
loyal if it had not appeared to tbem that tUechlei execu¬
tive magistrate was disposed lo pardon and to honor by
ofllre and political favor ttaeir military and civil leaders,
aud tbe eOvct of this policy became apparent is the lan¬
guage and deportment of the people. At first willing to
yield and to returu to true allegiance, they liecame
assuming, bold and defiant. Under the constitution of
1884 these men cluitned to be restored lo political rights
and to vote at the polla; and ao it came to pass that sub¬
stantially all government authontv, me t of the olHces in
tbe Bute and *11 legislative and municipal power have
been conferred upon "returned rebels,'' and are now
controlled by them. Th s la eminently true in the city
of lew Orleans, where known and distinguished rebels,
and only such as they, occupy tbo cblcr places of trust
and power. The Mayor, confessedly a bold and bad man
who was also Mayor during tbe rebellion, and markod
for violent and bitter hatred of tbe government of the
Union. and of men who loved the government, both
white and blaok, of Southern or of Nortbern larth, m
now Mayor of the city by tiie choice of the people of
Xnw Orientia Tbe High Sheriff, Genora) Hays, was an
active officer in the rebellion. He was lu service at the
tone of the surrender in April, 184S. All the appoiatxes
of tbe Mayor, the whole con-tabulary and poiic lor e
with almott ao exception, are oontposed of men
who have rendered efficient service toward the
nveriitrow of the government of the Union To
have been a rebel U a recommendation for o'ficr.
To have supported the Union cause, atid specially to Pa. e
fought in the Union armv, is a known dt-qualiflmt'on.
Proscription ol tbo friends of the Union har been
carried largely into the public schools. Teachers, main
sad female, liavc been removed where the tea hieg of
t'oe cinldren wax In I'n.on ways. Where Union songs
have licen taught the children, and national airs sung
within toe x'tioola, the leacuer have j a.d the p-nally.
fur the offence by loss of place and employment, hie
evidence I* lore inc committee will show how complete*
tliis proscription has b'-n It was deeinoii of some tm .

porvanse to ascertain Row far in schools supported it
poniir expense, whuro white children of till cla-st s aiv
instructed, and where must lie round the future rulers of
aOuira.triemis or I'oes of the government herosltnr, ax
they are taught in childhood to revetencc and sus¬
tain or to oppose it. sfiuits are made to exc.ndn
teachers because tlu-y are friendly to the government *>f
th I uioo and teach their children to bare irea»«n .. lid
rebellion It is laxliiled toby Mrs. N. Marta lay tor uj.it
about two hundred and thirty remain teacher* ware r In
ployed; that there were on", hundred aud ton of lb bin
.iwannxed for no reason that waa known or given, otc jpt-
in/ tha bey wore friendly lo the Union, rev feral
. tier letv-berx were examined to tbe sain* pofent.
The affidavits ef several person." counmted wltn tbe
pianagsntont of tbo school* wera received by tho reini-
miWoc among which was that of the superintendeni of
public schools. Hut it It not in term* deoled thai one
hundred and ten teacher* hod be o removed W-uuh* of
known tidoiity to Ute Union, nor m it intimated that the
opinion* of those retained were not well understood with¬
out inquiry. This affidavit teods to prove the truth of
the statement that the teachera not retained were dis¬
missed because of faithful and honest love of tbe Union
and of their instructions in tbat regard.
TOO bitter hostility on *he part of the controlling por-

Uon of tha population ajiofnat citiz -ni know n and distin-

Cuabed for 'heir friendship toward the Union and their
re of its free Institutions is otherwise manifested in

the seaoral una of the public praas, ia ousloosa and so¬
cial Ufa, in theatre and church, in court* of law. In the
home and on-tha street. The presence of Um military
power of Um United Scalra and the Freedseen'« Hureau.
sustained by military arm, moreereWy protect the prop¬
erty Md peraon of Union union. If tbeM wore with¬
drawn no safety would no found except in flight There
are at Una moment many men, not of Northern birth
atone, hot of native of Southern origin, who are-exiles
from Lotuswaa. They hai eJieen driven from homo by
threat of assawination and by well grounded apprehen¬
sion taaf reither fomilv nor heme wore safe within that
State if they remained. Some have sold their estates
and rctnoeed, wuh no Intent to return. Some have Jen
tlie.r home ia the hope that k -Iter days might ione,
when rtsiru would net invite obloquy, ostra¬
cism or violence. Bat it la very certain, and a fair «¦-
amination ef tin mans of ovldenoa taken upon thir
point hy the commute# will demonstrate, that while it
tnsy he true thai social consMenaiion and soocess i*
busmeas may be secured by Ihues who are content to
Jive and speak so aa not to offend the prejudices of rebels
returned from the army, or those who, without courage
to fight when Inderal armies invested their home* no*
atone for want of bcavery by defiant anathema against
Nortbern men and "Yankee rule, ' yst tbat tha oarnret
Union man. known as such, whether he may have buna
In the early days ef ihe rebellion led aside for a while
from his alliance or may have consistently and at all
time* held to the true national faith, id deemed an
ensmy, in fact, by the leaden who control and
by the masses who blindly follow tbem.
And thus regarded, be Is subject to Just so much attack,
annoyance and risk of injury to property and person as
tbe presence of military power makes it safe to attempt
or to impose Of course there are many men. and
among them those In high social nnd political position,who cannot perc-ive at ail tha existence of such condi¬
tion ef things Home of them are Northern m«n in
commercial business. They claim to be Union men and
to speak freely their private opinion*, and they lesmy
that, so for as tbsy can Judge, there exist* a general
feeling of peaoe and content among the people, which
only requires Immediate notorallon of the flute, with¬
drawal of the army and entire non-lnterforears by the
genera! government lo bring tbe State back to it* normal
condition of loyalty and love toward the Union. But
those alone who have been compelled by their own ex¬

perience lo bear ths burden of rebel hat* con estimate
its weight. We cannot, without extending ibis report
beyond proper limits, refer in detail to the specHIc evi¬
dence taken upon tho part of tboee who have been made
to sailer as Union men and friend* ef our government,
and of those who, from their position, pursuits and op¬
portunities, have testified to facta wlthn their ksowlsdgs
tending to show ths peaceful oondlUon of Union moa,
known and marked as each, In Louisiana, or that taken
from witnesses prodscsd by s "commutes of citizens,"
who testify to the good order and kindly feeling sad
loyal sentiment prevailing among tbe people of the
Btaisi Nor bavo wo arrived at the judgment wo havs
formed from "opinions" expressed on either side, but
from opinions connected with sad resting upon
facts within the knowledge ef tha witnesses
examined. There have been more than ninety
witnesses examined, who speak of the oondlUon of
affotra is loulslsns and of tbe sentiment toward and
treetsMat of "Union men," known to be rack, in the
oommumty where they live Of there forty-seven were
called at the request of tho "eommittre of ciliases,"
who desired to vindicate the character ef their city and
lo establish U>« fojeliv ef th* Stat* On ths part of

then* witneaaen there tu a genersl exprernoa of mit-
fact!oa with tha potior of the Preeldeiil. It wax ataird
hv moat Of them that the fact of being "Union m>u"

was oo hindrance to success In business. Jacob barber
raid that ' men of weary party aad deecription patron¬
ise my beak; I do not think there ia any difference '

Mr Wintiborger, a Deputy Sheriff, who alio c ahnvd to
be a "Union man," who had beea "nnderaJl dirum-
stances loyal to the government." aad had beeu la office
'. under all sdmiaistrationa." whlga, democrat* and know
nothing* had never fullered "Inconvenience,
tion or violence » beoenee of hla being » P?'°n
The opinion wan given by ami of theee witnesses tlii.t
It would 1>« -ale and judleloua to withdraw the
foroee and the Kreedm«n'e Bureau and to admitJ*l>re-eentalivee to seat* In Cougrem. We haveezaioin d with
gare and have weighed the proofs on niUier side, wa
have come to the clear conclusions which we bene*
bo accurate and Just. »

ran utoi»utrvi kkmmiy uaqriajcn.
In view of the facu proved we are oonairomod to my

that the tlmo haa fully arrived when Congreee should
Intervene and ahould ao legislate ee to secure to the
people of Louisiana a republican form of government.
The condition of things existing there cannot con¬
tinue oon-ietently with the safety, eeeority or

p?ac# if loyal m#n. 8'dco Ido puifindtr
of the rebel armies rebellion has assumed another form,
and now controls the government through the same
agenclea that led tboee armies In tline of war Dur.ng
the retHlion there were Urge numbers of men who re¬
mained stead fust to the government In the midst or
treason they wore found loyal. While armed traitors
were to the field contending with loyal armies and
siragKitag to destroy the nation, theee inen, at personal
pent and de«ptte of obloquy which construed loyalty to
the Union to he treason to the Htate, continued firm in
their allegiance. These men are now made to lee! the
vengeance of unrepentant, allhongh It may h* pardoned,
reb-ls. and in persou, property and life are exposed to
continual muck. Nothing but the presence of military
power at this moment measurably protects them from
injury. It does not protect them from insult, from
social ostracism or the supercilious arrogance wf men
ucciistomed to own the labor lliey employed. If tne
government ought to protect ltac< aslant friend- agaiDst
men wtiewore Its coustaut enemies, the obligation is
disclo-ed to adopt and enforce luch legtelaUve action as
the tacta existing in Louisiana n-qurre. It Is to be ex¬
pected thai upon such qn riions there tvonld be diverse
views expr s-ed. Men whoiv opinions arc in srrord
with those of the comniunitv among which they live
will flud it safe to express ihcir opinions freely, aad will
test fy that tree speech Is allowed; they will conduct
their business without Interference, and will not observe
that lnndranoes are opposed to loyal men ; they are pro¬
tected in person, property and life, aud appreciate no
danger which Lhey never feel. And when the question
conne cts itself with political difference- s tch di¬
verse views heebme more apparent and difficult
to reconcile. It Is obvious that such differ
ences exist at Washington. It la equally so

that they find place in Louisiana Those
who are known there and marked as "Union tnea" ad¬
vocate political views widely differing from those held
by the late officers and soldiers in rebel armies, and hy
the men.citizens or soldiers.who maintain that tra lors,
defeated In their attempts to broak up the government,
have yet a right under the constitution to voice and
vote in Congress, and to immediate restoration to former
polities) power. If, then, In order to a just determina¬
tion of the question which tho committee has been
charged to answer, the only means affoi dod ub bad been
the opinions of men, there lulgot be In onr mind un-

certainty and some misgiving lost political biases hud
affected the Judgmont of the comm ttee. But that t on

gressional action should be bad Is .settled hy fact and not
opinion. When men are drtveu from their homes, and
their lives threatened, and their property destroyed;
when In business thoy are proscribed, when recent
rebels hold all places of trust, and, having powor, use it
to oppross aud punish loyal men because they are aud
have boon loyal; when the wholo body of colored men,
who have never liinolied flr»in duty as radical loyalists
when the days were gloomiest and the dangers groaietl
in the time of war, are persecuted by system, hunted
like wild beasts and slaughtered withont mercy, and
with entire impunity from punlshmeut, there is ne room
left for doubt that some legislative romedy should be ap¬
plied. These are matters of fact, and not of opinion;
and In our Judgment but one course Is opes, and tbat
should be pursued without bee-taiion or delay.
According to the Judgment of all who have felt
tho presence or rebel rule, and have stood firm¬
ly ami fearlessly for the Union when treason was
nearest to success, whose judgment given upon oath le
based upon facts within personal experience, who give
opinion resting ou knowledge and -peak of what they
have seen and known, the present civil government of
Louisiana, existing without sanction or national law,
sMuld be s«:i|K-nded by act of Congress and a previa
lontfTgovcratucul «stablU»ht?d aud maintained by military
power until the time has come when Louisiana Is coo
trolled by loyal men and may be restored to the formei
"practical relations to the Colon" without enUangenu(
Its security aed peace.

Rionrrvi. rowmt nr ixwnvsr to HOWLate.
The Imperative necessity of such legislation to the ent

I that Louisiana shall be within the control of Icya) mei
and not subject to the rule of the same rebel leader*
military and civil, who conducted the war agaihst tin
government during tbo rebellion, Is lully demonstrate"
by the facts in proof boforc tue committee.
Tho rightful power In Congreee to acthas been the out

ject of so I ull debate and argument that wo do not deer
it wKhin our province to restate at length the groun
upon which It rests
Among the stales confederated in rebellion 1-coirtar

assumed a leading place and furnished her lull propoi
Hon of troops and means and muuitions of war. Tli
Stale was arrayed against the government By tb
ckotco of her own p. onie her allegiance to the Unite
Slater, was abjured and was pledged to another govert
snook engage 1 in war against itn m.

Tfje political rights and powers and privilege* th- reU
for<» possessed and enjoved within ths Union were wl
fully alwndoued and lorfeited. The war was wage
against tho Union until the whole military power of th
('. «nfederate "-tales was annihilated, ana the rebe11 >o
c rushed out by the armies of the government

Thai gov oru uien i then held entire and exclusive mill
<siry po-session oi Loui-iano. Whatever the pointer
relations were which existed between the citizens c
J.oiii-isua aud the rebel government.whether State o
Confederate-which claimed their allegiance end h
which that all v'an-e had been willingly rendered dur
ing Die civil «ar, ih«y were suspended for a season a

I tli die ration of >hn oonqurriug [>arty, by oenlederaU*
lelM'llion aud by the fact of victory. The cooquerei
country remain- within the power of the United Stales
to be lieM according to law uuttl the safety ef the re
public shall fee assured.

( ntll such time as Ckmgrees -ball act sod the polltira
state mIisII be in full commuuiou with tbe United Males
me gov> romeiit of the -ute, however esntbllshed mus
for the neemwlty of tbr case be temporary, Inchoute aa<
Incomplete.
By o-1 of the nuiion's f'onere-s such government maj

be reoovmted, couOnn->d and sanctioned, or It may Is
dlnappni-wd and *t aside as tbo safety of tbe nation
shall require.

With n Louisiana civil government busbem organized
and a con-iituilon firmed a* herein s«t forth.

I The military authority of the I ntled Bute* vntnalljcontrols lb1* -Tate .at thi- tline, aud It must ronlro
I until ruch civil government Is established and such oon

slllniion ordained hy the people ol l.ooiiluiia as shall
as-e.re areiy to lb republic and receive the ktgh-isttTC
sanction of the O.ngrtw* of the United suites.
These results lollew of use sity from the fact of suc-

Co.lel war. Th y arc ihe fruf of vctory. Wltboid
tlieni tne war ou the jiuri of tbe United Mat-* ha iwen
to this extent, waged in tern, lint while victory liar
.Towned tne valor ef our armies out government would
be left powerless either to impose terms of iwace oi
provide against rebellion or MtetniHed secession in lb-
luluro.

These result* would not follow If th* rebeiure had
been Instirrection merely, and not civil war But thr
Congress of the United Stale* for four year* legislated Is
view of war, and our soldiers gave themselves to servic
"during the war " If, then, It was ww, victory has dis¬
closed tbe rights and tne powers wbriti the hWheal .on
sldoratious of duly cnm|iel us t» w«. But Ike war wan
conducted by (he United States pursuant to powersrecognised by the ooeetMuttoa, to prevent srs eaelon and
to preserve tbe Union. Th* rebel But* was at war, n i*
true, and woe defeated in its attempt to overthrow the
government. Bat we weald no* use the power which
victory has given, an might well be door if Louisiana
bad not beea before tho rebellion one of the United
blase*. The war was conducted on the part of tho gov¬
ernment to prevent feer from permanently dieunmng tb*
State* ol tbe Union. Now, the end of war w (race, aad
the peace to be established must he secured ia view of
the requirement# ef U>* constitution itself.

Until n loyal Btata of Ixmteiaoa exist* ia full political
accord wltfe the United Htatea ami the demand at iba
Quantitation is complied with, that a government repub¬
lican la form shall he guaranteed to the Male, the nfe.
jecta of the war will not barn beea attained To arrant-
push that end the coodJtloa of affaire la Louisiana re-
quires tb* temporary establishment of a provisional
government
By tho loyal people of Loaniaaa such a constitution

most be ordained sod rath civil government mast be
formed a* will assure to tbe republic a loyal aad fron
Mate, worthy of a place within the Union.

In the asnennme tho safety of all Unlnn men in tho
Bute demands that rich government bo formed for
their protection, for tho well being of the nation aod tho
permanent peace of the republic
And in discharge of the duty placed npon us we rw

apoUfully submit the bill accompanying title .-openTHOMAS 1) fcl !OT
or RaramasrsTivan, Feb. 7, 1*07.

MINORITY REPORT
Waeanwrrt,*, Feh 11, IMI7.

Rrpreaenutha B M. Koyer, of Pennsylvania wuo
airm ail ffom the conclusion* of hla coHeague*. My* thai
the avowed object of the convention waa an amendment
of the eststlng constitution of i^ntaiana la sack a man
ner aa to secure their party the abaolute control of the
offloea la the mate, negro suffrage and the diefrarmiee-
sent of a sufficient number of lbon* who bad beea con¬
nected with the lata rebellion. These were the leading
measurer by which the desired aanendancy was lo he
obtained.

Mr. Boyer proceed11 to show the Illegality of the coo*
vastIon, saying, the government which was is force in
Louisiana ondar the constitution of JW4, war on the
80th of July,IMS, even from the radical standpoint, by
tba aogoleaoanoa and the oonaent of Oonrrews a Bute
de iare aa wall aa a government de/aets, awd binding eg
aucn upon all peraona within lis juriedIctwm.
The conventKm late counted upon Congressional cm

operation under ordinary elroeiaatanoea A email body
of men aaMmbllng for the purpose of oheagmg the

Kvernment of a Hate, with ao lltUa color of law, night
treated aa a harmlee* body.and be regarded ga en-

titled in bnt little peNIo notice. But mtblecaeejna
times and rlrcematanoee wars eatmordlnaiT wed
calculated toexcite aarioua apprehenaloniL A Jadft 2the Supreme ro-irtwae «
the Mate tacouraged Hj It wee £ivenKail Kaalt PflPIUlM Kid WOO id IIOU 110 WlWiBW. ITO*

ceding the action of the ^ .P"/
|o Washington to ooeselt In person with the lead
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